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logians, whose importance in the villages has been immense,
we shall study separately later, 'ubayd Allah Sindhi
(also a theologian by training) is a romantic figure whose
devotion to Islam has been unswerving, as also his
opposition to imperialism and his hopes of a free and better
society in India and in the Islamic world. During and after
the Khilafat and Non-co-operation days he was prodigious-
ly active among the Muslims of the northern frontier of
Ind& and beyond, inflaming them to opposition and stirring
their passions and hopes. He was the kind of successful
and elusive agitator whom the government of India thorough-
ly dislikes, and he had to live in exile from that time
(c. 1924) until recently ; he spent the long interlude
in various parts of the U. S. S. R., at Geneva, and in
Arabia. He is an old man now, and was allowed to return
to India in 1939, presumably being considered now more or
*ess ineffectual. He has had a special Muslim social theory,
which he dervies from Shah Wall Allah of Delhi (late
eighteenth century). It is anti-capitalist, and envisages Islam
as an unfinished social movement, begun by Muhammad
and having shown tremendous promise for a few years,
but then perverted by Arab imperialism, so that that
promise is still to be fulfilled. The theory sounds progressive,
but it is not really radical; socially, 'ubayd Allah is not
very dangerous to the powers that be. But he has given
himself to political propaganda also. Touring south India
in 1941, he applauded the HindQ-Muslim unity that he
found there, and said : " I therefore urge on my Moslem
brethren to join the Congress without any hesitation what-
soever and work there as a group in co-operation with
others for the uplift of the community. I would urge upon
Moslems with all the strength at my command not to be
alarmed by those who constantly tell them that they are in
minority. If the Moslems take their proper place in the
vanguard of nationalistic forces and work for the freedom
of the country there will be no question of majority or
minority. Their heroic work and organising capacity will
be amply Awarded MI.